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A NEW MBTHOD OF BEEP PRODUCTION 


The scenic feature of thts exhibit consists of a large accurately colored 
photographic cutout of three fat beef calves placed in front of the center sec- 
tion of the booth. Below the cutout are three circular placards containing text 
on the more important factors in the new method, 

The portion of the center section above the cutout, and both side sections 
contain text giving the details of the new method of beef production. 


Wiest Teotelie 


The high lights of a study of the possibilities of various methods of 
handling and fattenning beef calves are given in this exhibit. The experiment 
is one conducted at Sni-a-Bar Farms, Grain Valley, Mo., by the Bureau of Animal 
Industry and the University of Missouri. 


Three lots of wellebred, native spring calves averaging 53 days old were 
handled as follows, beginning May 30, 1925: One lot ran on pasture with their 
dams until October 16 when they were divided into two lots and grain feeding ts 
one lot was begun. A second lot was fed grain in a creep while following their 
mothers on a blue grass pasture. A third lot was fed a similar grain ration 
but separated from their mothers and allowed to nurse twice daily. After wean- 
ing, each lot of calves was full fed in dry lots. 


-The calves which had grain for about a month before weaning weighed 50 
pounds more and were valued at 50¢ per 100 pounds more at weaning than the 
calves which had no grain, Creep-feeding on pasture proved the most satisfac- 
tory method of the three, 


This system of beef production. makes use of three excellent feeds, namely, 
pasture, grain and milk for pushing beef calves to make quality beef carcasses 
at about 8 to 10 months of age. It tekes advantage of the well-known ability 
of young animals to make the most efficient use of feeds, 


The System in Brief 


Neither poor quality cattle nor slipshod methods of feeding and manage- 
ment may be expected to meet with success in such a system of beef production 
where the highest-paid demands of the market are to be mets Following are six 
outstanding features of the system: 


- Use prolific beef—-type cows of good milking quality. 

Use purebred beef-type bulls of outstanding merit. 

- Provide ample winter feed and good summer pasturage for the 
breeding herd, 
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4 —- Breed for early spring calves of uniform age. 

5 ~ As soon as calves are. old enough to eat grain provide a good mixture 
in a creep in pasture. ‘ 

6 - Pully utilize milk, grain and pasture to bring calves. to highest mar 


ket condition at 8 to. 10 months oF ago. 
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Experimental Data 


A tabulation showing initial and final weights, feed consumed and costs, 
both on pasture and during the feeding period in dry lot, for the 12 calves 
which showed the best returns in this exveriment is given below: 


AN APPLICATION OF THIS METHOD ON A CORN BELT FARM - 1925 


le calves were placed on pasture with their dems, when 
53 days old; kept there 174 days, then weaned and 


finished in dry lot for gl days. 


_PERIOD ON PASTURE 
(Nursing Dams and Fed Grain in Creep) 


Average initial weight - +--+ -+.4-.-.+- 193 pounds 
" final " Pe REE Sao eee 589 " 
mies OT SOT. er ae om lm es Se ear te lw 396 pounds 
Grain consumed in creep per head: 
fe tye Le eg gee APO er Sania ee 4,6 bushels 
Oats --------+------- Dies nanis 
Linseéd meal - - ---+--~---+-6- 31 pounds 
Cost of feed per head + - ~ +-- Pe - - - - - - - = $7.09 
PERIOD IN DRY LOT 
Average initial weight - ---------- 589 pounds 
" final ee i yh 4 (opens 
CR aay aN oh eh et len ee im ee le 168 pounds 
Feed consumed per 100 pounds gain; : 
Se liptt ehh a a Se 493 pounds 
Linseed meal - - - -----+--- 62 " 
UE EN AC ee ar gh Sw lag ap a0! ap tm bo 165 " 
Co@cvet-teed per head’- =.=. = — — = -°- $13.36 


Where To Get Information 


Further information may be obtained free of charge by writing to the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, Weshington, D. C, 
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the best methods of hand- 


ing and fattening beef calves as determined 
by a feeding experiment conducted by the U. 5. 
Department of Agriculture and the Jniver sity 


Spec it LES VOWS. 
Pose el Slate eatin! Sia Soa e 


Floor space required - — wiat 
dept 


all space required .--------- None 
Shipping weight ----------- 600 lbs. 
Electrical requirements -------=-> None. 


